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hen my fiancé, Chris, and I became engaged last 
summer, we immediately began thinking about 
where we wanted to get married. We then spent 
the next eight months picking a place and then 
changing our minds and picking a new place 

and then changing our minds again, and then ... At least, 
throughout all this back and forth, we were both on the same 
page about not knowing where we wanted to do it.

But what we couldn’t agree on, no matter what location we 
were considering, was how many people should be there. 

For some strange reason, even though I never throw parties 
and get extremely anxious when I have to coordinate multiple 
people coming together for any reason, I suddenly felt like I 
should invite everyone to my wedding who I had ever known 
or might even potentially know better in the future, such as 
my hairdresser from Los Angeles or my various editors whom I 
had never actually met face-to-face.

Chris would have been content with only immediate family, 
or, quite honestly, just him and me and the justice of the peace. 
Perfectly happy to be getting married, he simply doesn’t like 
standing up in front of large crowds. It stressed him out every 
time I wanted to add a new person to the list; it annoyed me 
when he tried to cut it. 

So who should get their way? Do we go small, big or com-
promise?

Chris’ younger brother, Brian, and his fiancé, Katie, who are 
getting married in the spring, are in the exact same position as 
Chris and I. 

“I wanted a small wedding because, at 30 years, I’ve been to 
many weddings, and rarely does one stand out in my head as 
being better than the next,” says Brian. “Weddings have 
become so routine and large and seemingly stressful for the 
couple getting hitched. I wanted to avoid this. Something dif-
ferent and small with just the people I love; the ones who real-
ly are enjoying being witness.”

I see his point – it is definitely easier to achieve a greater 
sense of togetherness with a smaller wedding. 

“Two dozen people or so standing around you in a circle 
certainly creates a real feeling of intimacy,” says Anne Chertoff, 
editor for iVillage Weddings and author of “The Wedding 
Organizer” (russell+hazel, 2008). “And a party with less than 50 

people probably won’t have a 10-piece band, so people can 
truly talk instead of yelling at each other across the table all 
night long.”

That said, a big wedding also can feel quite intimate if you 
work with your fiancé and officiant to plan a truly personal 
ceremony, and, adds Chertoff, there is something truly power-
ful about having so many people from across your life there 
during this moment that will only happen once.

Chertoff says that rather than splitting the difference, most 
couples end up just going one way or the other when decid-
ing on the size of a wedding. From what I’ve seen, it seems 
like the person who feels the strongest about size tends to 
win out, while other types of concessions are made to please 
the conceding half. 

“Our compromise has been thinking outside the wedding-
norm box,” says Brian, who has agreed to the larger wedding 
that Katie wants. “For example, no typical wedding party but 
instead only our siblings with no best men or maid of honor, 
just my two brothers and her sister and brother – the people 
we love the most.”

Chris and I are actually doing the same thing with just sib-

lings in the wedding party.
When making numbers decisions, it is also important to 

consider the space, budget, and the guest-list desires of par-
ents, if they are helping pay for the wedding.

All of these factors influenced the final decision Chris and I 
made regarding our guest list. We have decided to get married 
on a friend’s property outside of Portland, which means stick-
ing to 120 people would be smart; I finally wrapped my brain 
around my budget and realized that the hairdresser isn’t that 
important; and our parents, who are all contributing financial-
ly to our soiree, are able to invite whomever they like. 

Chris let me invite all the people to the wedding that I truly, 
realistically wanted; and I will make sure he gets a beer before 
he has to stand up in front of the crowd. I’m just glad that, in 
the end, at 4:30 p.m. on August 30, 2008, he’ll be the one and 
only person standing next to me.
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Anna Hirsh is a Portland, Ore.-based writer who has finally 
set a wedding date of Aug. 30, 2008
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n case you hadn’t realized, a wedding is all a 
big show. It’s a grand production with charac-
ters (mother of the bride, flower girl, groom), 
a stage (the church, the reception hall), props 

(the rings, the flowers), costumes (your dress, tux-
edos) and lines (“I do” comes to mind.) 

If you’re like most of us and never been in a 
grand Broadway production, then you might be a 
little nervous about your wedding-day extravagan-
za. A rehearsal dinner is certainly helpful, but when 
you consider all the work and preparation that 
goes into a wedding, this piece of theatre really 
ought to be in rehearsal for several weeks. 

I have an extensive background in all kinds of 
performance, so I’m hip to this “wedding as show” 
concept. In that way, I feel like I’m a teensy bit 
more relaxed about this stuff than brides out there 
with no prior stage experience. At least I’m used to 
lots of people looking at me when I’m wearing a 
weird costume and saying lines from a script. But 
in order to provide a little more insight, I spoke 
with Kristie Vuocolo, a recently married seasoned 
performer and Emmy Award-winning producer in 
Chicago. I wanted outside advice on how to give 
an Oscar-worthy performance at my own wedding 
in September. 

“If you're going to be nervous, be nervous at the 
rehearsal,” Vuocolo says. “On the day of, just enjoy 
every minute of it. Everyone is there for you and 
will do or give you whatever you need.” Vuocolo 
advises a employing a strong crew of “stagehands,” 
so to speak, to help get the show on the road. “I'd 
advise having one good friend to be that person 
that can be at your beck and call for the day. And I 
suggest also having a ‘wedding mom’ who is an 
extra, older adult who's looking out for your mom 
and you and all the little details.” 

So which is harder? I asked her. Opening night 
of a big show or a wedding? I mean, sure a wed-
ding is a big deal, but aren’t you just so happy to 
be there that it’s kind of a no-brainer? Vuocolo 
shook her head.

“Opening night of a play is easier because it's 
not usually the symbol of a life-changing commit-
ment,” she answered. “Most likely at opening night 
not every single person you love and care about is 
there. Your wedding day is the first day of the rest 
of your new life with the person you want to 
spend the rest of your life with. You have to know 
your lines and blocking for opening night – for 
your wedding, you need to know your heart.”

I told you she was good.
And Vuocolo quickly points out that no matter 

what show you’re in, you have to remember to do 
one essential thing: “Breathe. Breathe. And keep 
smiling while you're breathing.”

For the show that is your wedding, you won’t 
have a director that will tell you where to go, how 
to deliver your vows so that the audience will hear 
every word and laugh, cry and applaud. You won’t 
have weeks of tech rehearsal to get the music to 
play perfectly on cue. You’re not going to be work-
ing from a script that lets you cut the scene when 
your maid of honor has too many gin-and-tonics 
and hits on your dad by mistake. You won’t have 
anything close to that kind of preparation. The 
wonderful thing about weddings, though, is that 
this is one show that comes naturally. People will 
laugh and cry and applaud as though there were a 
script, and the flubbed lines, the 6 year-old ring 
bearer who forgets the rings, and even the drunk-
en, singing groomsman are indispensable, totally 
unplanned elements that make your big day an 
unforgettable show.
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Mary K. Fons is a Chicago-based writer who will 
by tying the knot Sept. 27, 2008

Performance 
Anxiety
How to get ready to take the 
stage in the ‘wedding show’

Please don’t ask, 
I don’t want to tell

1/4
Fraction of women who 
would be embarrassed 

to tell their families that they’re dating a guy they 
met at a bar
SOURCE: Unilever, Chicago, survey of 1,034 women
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radition stays strong with many when it 
comes to wedding planning. But with 
technology ever-changing and the 

increasing desire to go green, some brides are 
changing tradition a bit. Like getting rid of the 

paper invite altogether.
With the multitude of wedding-related 

events – and requisite invites –  online invita-
tions are options that lets brides consolidate 
info and reduce clutter in a hectic lifestyle,  all 
with the panache of classic invites.

For Lorien Gabel, founder of online-invita-
tion resource pingg, the digital send-out 

doesn’t mean sacrificing design. “For us, it’s 
about beautiful details and replicating the 
experience you have with a print invitation 
on screen,” he says. Determined to not be 
another Evite littered with ads, Gabel and his 
team aim to be innovative in their approach. 
“Ultimately, our goal is to show that design 
matters with the online invite.”

The designs join forces with focused func-
tionality for all events under the wedding 
umbrella – think engagement party, bridal 
showers and bachelor parties. When it comes 
to the occasion and the look, act as if you are 
picking a paper invite. Gabel and his team 
offer selections of original art from their own 
design team. Or customize your own invita-
tion with personal images, photos or logos. 
Once you have set your look, it’s time to 
leverage the supportive services.

Follow-up messages, such as text-message 
directions, and paper invites for those who 
really need them help nail down the details.

TACTFUL HINTS
Nothing says faux pas more than printing a 

couple’s registry info on a paper invitation. The 
online invite can sneak in subtle suggestion by 
offering a link that leads to the couple’s regis-
try, making it possible to RSVP and purchase a 
gift in one stop. Say Gabel: “You don’t have to 
make it obvious; just offer the option for guests 
to check out the attached registry.” For group 
gifts, the organizer can set up an account for 
individuals to contribute to directly.

ECO-APPEAL
While online invites won’t wipe out the 

traditional paper invitation, it may gain trac-
tion with the eco-conscious movement. 
“Going green brings a legitimacy to the 
trend,” says Gabel.” And people are beginning 
to see that they don’t have to send paper for 
an event to be luxurious.” Don’t be surprised 
to see a Web-itation appear in your inbox.
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Instant Invitation
Taking to the Web for wedding invites 
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THE BIG 
& SMALL 
OF IT ALL
One of you wants a blowout, the 
other wants to shut everyone out. 
It may sound hard to believe, but 
it is possible to please you both 
on your special day
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